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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem has asked for special prayer on her behalf. 


Sis. Denise Bowman will enter Piedmont hospital tomorrow for surgery


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer. 


Sis. Joyce Green continues to have back pain.  Also remember Josh Green


Bro. Buddy Clark his health has improved and spirits lifted. We are thankful. 


Bro. Malcolm Smith's father


Sis. Tracy Bruns' grandfather in the hospital with a heart attack


Sis Ellizabeth Hammond's grandfather in the hospital with a heart attack


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. 


____________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Norm Rich


Song Leader---Ross Statham


Lord's Supper---David Brown


   Asst. 1-----Joey Jackson	


   Asst. 2-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 3-----Michael Burke


   Asst. 4-----Marty Hammond


   Asst. 5-----Malcolm Smith


2nd Prayer----Cecil Douthitt


Read Scripture---Rex Veteto


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer-----Rodee Bruns


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Ken Gay





Special Service


Led by Brad Bowman





Lord's Supper----David Brown


Announcements----Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer-----Steve Tramell


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---


Invitation---


Closing Prayer---





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Boot's Store





     Just outside the city of Bessemer, Ala. is a small community called Lee's Junction and just across the creek on the city limits side is a place known as "Bootses' Store". The ultimate convenience store, 


Boots was open 24/7 year-round and had everything. Besides the usual groceries and produce he sold, you could get anything from a card of bobby pins to an aircraft drop tank any time of the day or night. 


     The only problem that confronted "Bootses" was that in the 1950's most cities had "Blue Laws" that prohibited businesses from opening on Sunday. These laws were in place out of respect for the peace and quite of Sunday and the mindset of most of rural America, that the "Lords Day" was a special day of worship. Nonetheless, in total disregard for the day or the law, Boots stayed open Sunday after Sunday. I ask him one day how he managed to do so and he said, "I just pay the fine, it is far less than what I loose if I am not open". 


     Fifty years later, Blue Laws have gone and times have changed and society has come to see Sunday as just another day of commerce. I suppose it is all right for Christians to take advantage of this in the proper way. What bothers me, though, is the mindset that can and has in many cases been developed from seeing Sunday as just another day.


     All that is Holy pertains to God and the things set-aside for God. Under the Law, Israel was to," remember the Sabbath and keep it Holy" (Ex. 20:8) and while we are not under the law of the Sabbath, we are obliged to set aside our worship as Holy to God. 


Cont. on page 3








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown."  The Greek winners received only a fading wreath, while the Christian receives a crown of glory that will never fade.


     Winning athletes know how to practice teamwork.  Even a great Christian like Paul did not try to win the prize by himself.  He had a number of cherished associates in the Lord's work who labored with him--Barnabas and Mark, Silas and Timothy, Priscilla and Aquila, Timothy and Titus, and many others.  When Paul urged the believers in Philippi to "strive together for the faith of the gospel" (Philippians 1:27), he was using a sports image for teamwork.  He pictured the local church as a team of athletes, working together to reach their God-given goal.


     Our Lord Jesus Christ is certainly the greatest "runner" of all.  According to Hebrews 12:1-2, He laid aside everything to run the race to the glory of God (Philippians 2:1-11).  He could reach His goal only by dying on a cross, so the race was not an easy one.  He is our example--the One we must follow.


     Winning athletes receive honor.  Each winner in the Greek games not only won honor for himself, but for his home city.  Often the city would build a special gate, and when the hero came home, they would escort him through it with great pomp and ceremony.  Peter may have had this in mind when he wrote, "For so an everlasting entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 1:11).  The death of faith Christian runners will provide an abundant entrance into our home city.








					





Greeks not only had rules for the games, but they also had rules for the contestants as they trained for the games.  If a contestant showed up who had broken training, he was immediately disqualified.  When Paul wrote to Timothy, "I have kept the faith" (2 Timothy 4:7), he meant, "I have obeyed the rules."  Paul's concern was always to be faithful, not just successful.


     Winning athletes stick to their calling and seek to do it well.  Paul had this down when he said, "This one thing I do" (Philippians 3:12-14).  Concentration and consecration lead to victory.  In the same passage, he said, "Forgetting those things which are behind."  This is an important part of a race.  You can't successfully run forward if you are looking backward.  


     Winning athletes think about the goal and the prize.  When Mark Spitz in 1972 at Munich became the first athlete in history to win seven gold medals at the Olympic games, it was no accident.  Mark and his father had spent many years together training for that event.  When Mark was just a boy, Arnold Spitz would repeatedly say to him, "How many lanes in the pool, Mark?"  Mark would reply, "Six."  Then Mr. Spitz would ask, "How many lanes win, Mark?"  He would reply, "one."


Of course, this analogy breaks down somewhere for the Christian.  Every Christian can win the prize!  But Paul does say, "Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize?"  Run in such a way that you may obtain it" (1 Corinthians 9:24).  Then he goes on in the next verses to make another contrast between the Greek races and the race of faith: "Now they do it to obtain a





     The Romans considered sports a good source of entertainment while the Greeks saw athletic events as a means of enrichment.  Every Greek boy was enrolled very early in the gymnasium and was expected to learn the basics of running, wrestling, boxing, and swimming.  When the apostle emphasized athletics, he was simply taking advantage of their interests to illustrate his spiritual message.


     A prominent athletic event mentioned in the New Testament is the race, with runners vying to receive the prize.  The first religious "runner" we meet in the New Testament is John the Baptist.  Paul said, "And as John was finishing his course. . ." (Acts 13:25).  We're told that the verb there means "to finish running the race."  Paul used the image of the race to describe his own ministry.  His great desire was to finish his race with joy (Acts 20:24; also Galatians 2:2; Philippians 2:16; 3:12-14).  Paul did finish his race with joy and victory, to the glory of God (2 Timothy 4:7-8).


     When Paul says there, "I have fought a good fight," he is not talking about war or boxing.  He is speaking of the exertion of the runner as he nears the end of the race and sees the goal ahead.  Paul thus reminds Christians that faithful spiritual endeavor is not easy.  It takes courage, strength, and determination to run the Christian race successfully.  Think with me for a moment about what winning athletes do.


Winning athletes obey the rules of the game.  Paul reminded Timothy that "if anyone competes in athletics, he is not


crowned unless he competes according to the rules" (2 Timothy 2:5).  The 





Christians Are Runners in the Race


By Brent Lewis





Wherever the apostle Paul preached, he met people who knew about athletic events of the time and it appears that he took advantage of this knowledge as he went about preaching the word.








Cont. from page 1





Jesus said, " But the hour cometh, and now is when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth: for such doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. 


(John 4:23) Spiritual worship is that where the heart is dedicated and offered to God. We are described by Peter as a "Holy Nation" a "people for God's own possession" (I Peter 2: 9) and if our worship is to be Holy to God we must disconnect ourselves from the world and focus on Him


     There are many things that can disrupt the reverence of our worship and most have their roots in a failure to disconnect from the world when we come together. People milling around, late arrivals, some leaving before the service is concluded, but nothing is more disruptive than a chorus of the "Lone Ranger" theme or some other musical interlude wailing through the service from some cell phone saying "hello the world is calling". All of these things point to a mind set somewhere else.


     I am not against cell phones or the conveniences they provide. I realize that they are an intricate part of modern life. But, what can be so important, over and above the worship in which we are engaged, that we can not lose contact with the world for two or three hours once a week by turning them off? Are the things of the world more important than the things of God? I sure hope no one feel this way.


     Boots may have been willing to disregard the law and pay the price but the cost of disregard for reverence before God and for our worship to Him will, I am afraid, be a price none would be willing to pay.


JP








